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INTERSECTIONALITY

Opportunities to come together
OR double jeopardy when we 
stand alone

GOALS

HEAR ABOUT THINGS THAT WORKED

LEARN ABOUT TOOLS THAT YOU 

CAN TAKE WITH YOU

BE HEARD AND LISTEN IN A SAFE 

SPACE FREE FROM JUDGEMENT

BREAK STEREOTYPES  WITH YOUR 

OWN PERSONAL EXPERIENCE

DO TRY THIS AT HOME
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Why we need a Designing Across Divides 
conference.

If there was ever a time when kindness, empa-
thy, patience, advocacy, and communication 
were needed, that time is now. We exist in a 
swirl of confusion about what is fake and real 
in the news, we see bullying on the rise, and 
hear rash accusations and statements made 
by those in positions that should command 
respect. Families are divided more and more 
as we are tempted to stop listening to one 
another and hold fast to our own beliefs. As 
a matter of course, basic civility, human and 
civil rights, even the fate of the planet, hang in 
the balance. As designers and communicators, 
we should be mindful and aware of this dis-
turbing picture. 

As uncomfortable as it as, and as unprepared as we feel, we 
need to stand up on behalf of our future. Leadership needs 
to come from youth and college students who will inherit 
the costs of division and apathy. We see the way modeled in 
the Parkland students (to whom we give a nod in our orange 
intersection dots) and by Greta Thunberg. This remarkable 

16-year-old has been nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize 
for organizing over 150,000 youth and adults to protest the 
inaction on climate change, all via social media. But we need 
tools beyond protest—we need dialogue, deliberation, and 
collaboration. 

Every academic major at WVU has an opportunity to increase 
the value of its graduates by paying attention to the under-

be absorbed by their own social lives while in school, and to 
have a hard time recognizing the larger world around them. 
It is my hope that a conference like this may awaken stu-
dents to the power they can have in their communities and 
beyond (along with leaders in other generations who are also 
here), and to address the injustices and misinformation that 
threaten to become normalized. We all need to speak and act 
now to choose love for our neighbor over suspicion, and truth 
over hyperbole and false stereotypes. 

One can always do better to bridge divides by learning to lis-

to support. I don’t have the answers, but we have assembled 
some very wise people from West Virginia and across the 
country with whom we can share journeys and experiences. 
Strap on your mental tool belt. We have work to do.

Eve Faulkes 
CONFERENCE CHAIR
COORDINATOR OF GRAPHIC DESIGN
SCHOOL OF ART AND DESIGN
WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY
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MORGANTOWN

The city of Morgantown was honored to partner with the 
Designing Across Divides conference at WVU. We consider 
ourselves an inclusive welcoming city. We demonstrate that 
in our day-to-day activities with our residents, and confirm 
that with our deeds: our support of a Human Rights 
Commission, which provides the leadership to address 
community fairness needs and interaction; and in our 
endorsement of an official statement welcoming all people 
to Morgantown; and with Resolutions Supporting the 
Rights of Immigrants, Refugees, and Asylees; Marriage 
Equality; and Nondiscrimination.

But all relationships require maintenance; a simple check to 
assure the proper attention is paid to achieve the quality 
that we hope to maintain. The conference assisted that 
maintenance by providing an excellent source of informa-
tion as well as the inspiration to attain that goal and 
address the challenges that modern life presents.

We, the city of Morgantown are grateful for the opportunity 
to participate in Designing Across Divides and congratulate 
you on a very successful conference.

William Kawecki, Mayor, Morgantown, WV

Antionette Carroll’s definitions on equity vs equality were 
very eye opening. When most people think of equality they 
think it’s enough but it is not until it is put into perspective 
that they can really understand the difference. I very much 
enjoyed the section in which she talked about how there is a 
part for everyone in the role of making a difference and it is 
important to understand just where your role can be met.
    —Andrea Contaldi (WVU senior who made the animation)

WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY

Hosting “Designing Across Divides” was an honor that 
allowed the College of Creative Arts to play an important 
part in some of the critical conversations in our community. 
By partnering with the city of Morgantown, community 
leaders, and nationally informed speakers, attendees came 
to realize the reality and power of Social Design for them-
selves.
 
Focusing on the link between meaningful design and honest 
communication is a poignant example of how the arts can 
be a strong medium for building bridges within, and 
between our communities.

Keith Jackson, Dean of the WVU College of Creative Arts

Thanks so much for hosting this event packed with creative 
people and idea sharing to inspire innovative solutions to 
critical issues.  I now more strongly identify my public health 
work in communities with the design profession as I 
intentionally design creative healthy outcomes while 
mobilizing creative leadership in rural communities. 
 
I took many away many lessons to incorporate into my work.  
It was a thrill to be included with so many effective design 
leaders for social change.  Thank you!

Sally Hurst, Faculty at the WV School of Osteopathy and 
Executive Director of the Greenbrier County Health Alliance

PARTNERS

About the City of Morgantown

The City of Morgantown welcomes all people regardless of 
race, religion, national origin, sex, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, color ancestry, age, abilities, blindness, economic 
or family status, or life situation. The city strives to be an 
inclusive community for its residents and visitors. The City 
of Morgantown asks everyone to act with a helpful intent, 
to respond to each other with civility, and to treat the 
environment with respect.

About West Virginia University

at West Virginia University commit to creating a diverse 
and inclusive culture that advances education, healthcare 
and prosperity for all by providing access and opportunity; 
by advancing high-impact research; and by leading 
transformation in West Virginia and the world through local, 
state and global engagement.

Senior, Andrea Contaldi and junior, 
Zane Huggins created the intro and 
Keynote speaker animations with 
original soundtracks for ClayTheatre 
and Bloch Hall.
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170 attendees of
all economic levels,
all races,
ages 19-94,
5 faiths and none,
the sexual identity 
and gender 
spectrum,
designers, police 
of�cers, street 
people, Chamber 
of Commerce,
entrepreneurs, 
health profession-
als, health nuts, 
environmentalists,
civic leaders, state 
delegates, faculty,
speakers from 
Oregon to Florida 
to NYC to DC to 
Kansas—sharing 
methods that have 
worked.

4

DesigningAcrossDivides.org

The DesigningAcrossDivides.org web site was designed by
senior Austin Rupp in Kofi Opoku’s Advanced Web design
class, and was responsive, designed with CMS, and included 
a carousel, animation, and interactive map that allowed visitors
to check out the speakers, their organizations, and the part 
of the country they were traveling from. It now has an Archive.



BLOCH HALL |    Theatre of Public Policy Improv  |   LightningTalks 

CAC LOBBY | Conference registration

Clay Concert  Theatre | Keynote: Antionette Carroll  Deem Lecture

Community Dinner Downtown | Deem Lecture Dinner  | Banners

CAC LOBBY  | Conference registration  | Coffee | 

Registration | Guides| Bling Participatory 
Infographic

4-4:45PM

5-6

6:30-8

CAC LOBBY  |      Coffee Break and Music 

BLOCH HALL | Keynote: Andrew Shea  | Diana Baldi | Lightning

MUSEUM |       Lunch—Grand Hall WVU Museum Ed Center 

8-8:30AM

8:30-10

10-10:30

OPTIONS |       Kentridge Exhibit | Banner Exhibit Downtown 

10:30-noon

12-1:30PM

1:30-3

BLOCH HALL |       Keynote: Mallika Bose  | wrap up |  music

CAC LOBBY  | Conference registration  | Coffee | 

Interactive
Directory Registration | Guides| Bling

BLOCH HALL |       Sally Hurst  |  Ben Jablonski | LightningTalks  

CAC LOBBY  |      Coffee Break and Music 

BLOCH HALL | Keynote: Imam Azhar Subedar  | Kristin Hughes

LUNCH |       Lunch at Evansdale Crossing or on your own 

8:30-9AM

9-10:15

10:15-10:40

10:40-noon

noon-1:30PM

1:30-3

3:20-4:30

Thursday
March 28

Friday
March 29

Saturday
March 30

3:15-4:45

5-6:00

7:30

P
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Liz Joyner Village Square  

Stephen N Smith Building Power 

Joel Beeson Storybridge Virtual Reality

Brandon Block The Theatre of Public Policy 

RJ Thompson The City of YOU

Chris Haddox/Eve Faulkes Scotts Run Songs 
and Stories

WORKSHOPS |       Healthy Engagement |Design/Community  |Maker Space

Jenny Anderson Try This WV 
Katonya Hart CARE Coalition, WV

Emily Conti/Omari Souza  Millennial Social 
Responsibility

Cindy Sandeno/Peter Butler Mon Forest Towns 
Partnership 

Peter Butler Town/Gown Charrette Friday 9-5
Marco Giliberti
Carly Clevenstine
Landscape Architecture students

Sally Hurst Healthy Community Engagement

Margaret Stout Community Conversations

Ryan Clifford Maker Spaces/3rd Places 

Emily Garton Living on This  Planet in 50 Years

Liz Joyner Respect and Rebellion

Chris Haddox Place-based Songwriting

Dana Coester 100 Days in Appalachia

Gayle Hendricks Writing Wrongs

Tim Gilman Vote Common Good

Kayla M McCoy Hope Village

Usra Ghazi Dignity and Righteous Anger

Christine Gilman Compassionate Listening

RJ Thompson Community Engagement/Branding

WORKSHOPS |       Righteous Anger |Compassionate Listening | Community En.

CAC Lobby has 

registration, a charrette 

workshop, and interactive 

things to do all day. 

 MFA exhibits in Paul and 

Laura Mesaros Galleries

Participatory 
Infographic

BLOCH HALL |       Usra Ghazi  |   LightningTalks 

See more and register at

Designingacrossdivides.org
Questions? efaulkes@mail.wvu.edu

WORKSHOPS |       Planet in 50 Yrs | Respect/Rebellion | Place-Songwriting

WVU Creative Arts Center Presentations

Creative Arts Center or Crossing Workshops

Downtown 

Interactive
Directory
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Communication matters. Now, more than 
ever! The ability to effectively communicate 
on issues of governance, religion, race, the 
environment, economic development, 
education and healthcare strengthens social 
connection and allows us to draw on diverse 
skill sets to address common challenges. 
Speakers will present successful projects 
and participants will engage in workshops 
both fun and disarming to �nd new tools.   

Partners include:
The City of Morgantown • WVU College of 
Creative Arts School of Art and Design •  
Alison and Patrick Deem • Five more WVU 
Colleges and departments • WVU Of�ce of 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion • The Greater 
Morgantown Interfaith Association • AIGA 
Pittsburgh, and other local organizations 

What if we could get past 
differences, �nd common 
ground and plant some 
great ideas? We’re going to 
try it. JOIN US!

Breaking bread together, meeting each other 
one-on-one is the best way to start. On 
March 28, a community dinner 6:30 to 8pm 
invites you to do just that, sponsored by the 
Greater Morgantown Interfaith Association, local 
organizations and restaurants. Su� and blue-
grass music provided. 
location: Spruce St. United Methodist Church 

FREE TO THE PUBLIC

Deem Speaker : 
Antionette Carroll, Ferguson, MO
TED Talks, Founder of 
Creative Reaction Lab
and AIGA Diversity initiative

Antionette Carroll is the Deem Visiting Artist lecture this spring 
at the School of Art and Design who will open this conference, 
speaking on her experience of creating healing for Ferguson 
and St Louis, Missouri in the aftermath of the Michael Brown 
shooting. A graphic designer by trade, she will name us all as 
designers in our decision-making and our abilities to bring 
about transformation in our communities.

March 28, 5-6pm
Lyle B. Clay Concert Theatre

CONFERENCE at WVU

FREE TO THE PUBLIC

Yasmeen and Sarah, different in many ways, but alike in 
ways that matter in friendship
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Antionette Carroll
DEEM VISITING ARTIST
FOUNDER OF CREATIVE REACTIONLAB.COM
2018 ECHOING GREEN GLOBAL FELLOW
ST. LOUIS, MO

THURSDAY, MARCH 28, 5:00 PM
CLAY CONCERT THEATRE

Justice by Design

Antionette D. Carroll is founder and CEO of Creative Reaction Lab. 

rights, and diversity and inclusion. As a former resident of Ferguson, 
Missouri, the death of Michael Brown Jr. changed her from a typical 9-to-5 
graphic designer to a social entrepreneur and equity designer. Antionette 
was named the founding chair of the Diversity and Inclusion Task Force 
of AIGA: The Professional Association of Design in 2014. She is the chair 
emerita of the task force working on long-term strategic initiatives such 
as the Design Census Program with Google and the national Design for 
Inclusivity Summit. At the local level, she is the president emerita of AIGA 
St. Louis and co-founder of the Design + Diversity Conference. Antionette 
sits on several awards and programming committees for local and national 

Schools Fellow, and Camelback Ventures Fellow.

KEYNOTE
SPEAKER

Mayor Bill Kawecki, Director of the WVU School of 
Art and Design Alison Helm, and Conference Chair 
Eve Faulkes introduced the Deem Visiting Designer 
and Keynote  Speaker Antionette Carroll and 
established what brought us to partner in this 
conference. Setting the tone and defining design as 
intention, Antionette Carroll gave us all 
responsibility for designing our communities. 
Carroll described the difference between equity and 
equality, and between being an ally or an advocate 
for parts of our population that suffer being 
marginalized, discriminated against or targeted for 
bullying and injustice. 
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The Creative Arts Lobby led to the Paul 
Mesaros Gallery featuring Kesenia Leschenko’s 
design MFA exhibit, 2.8, which depicts US and 
Russian historical relationships and social 
media distortions. 

The Community Dinner was all we had hoped for, 
bringing together at least three faiths, and none, 
people of every color, people with no income and 
those of the upper income brackets, police officers 
off duty, our Mayor and three city councilors, 
members of the House of Delegates, and confer-
ence attendees from across the US. Ages ranged 
from 2 to 94. 

Beitty, Clutch Wings, Cairo 2 Go restaurants, 
spaghetti from the Church of the Brethren cooked 
on site and salads, bread, and desserts from many 
contributors made up the fare for the evening. 
Boxes on the tables (designed and silkscreened by 
WVU senior Andi Harvey) held prompt cards and 
buttons as rewards for engaging the diner across 
the table. This engagement idea worked well 
enough that a Time Banking  group in Pennsylvania 
will be borrowing them for an event they are 
planning at the end of April.

The banner holding the Morgantown  
Welcoming Resolution was the first thing diners 
saw when entering the hall.

THURSDAY 
COMMUNITY DINNER

8



It was important to us that all needs were met for 
participants: feeling welcomed, getting tactile, 
useful things that would not be left behind or put in 
the landfill, providing ways to connect equitably, 
finding guidance, and some things for fun to put 
some delight in the mood. 

The name tag had a mini-program book behind it 
that gave you a handy schedule and maps. You also 
got a set of stickers to let you choose an avatar 
animal made from circles of the logo, then could 
see who selected the same as you. To help you 
connect with people, it also held four of eight 
possible business cards with blanks for your name 
and contact info, and a space to share what you just 
heard worth remembering. This way, if you forgot 
cards or had none, you were on equal footing. 
Finally, in the very back of your name tag was a 
flattened wire mandala that could pop up and 
create many forms, giving a metaphor for creativity 
and flexibility, and it also mimicked our logo of 
Venn diagrams with intersecting beads.

An Earthwise mesh grocery bag held your program 
with all of the talks and bios, a B2P (pen made from 
two recycled plastic bottles) and a velvet sack with 
a stainless steel straw and cleaning brush so you 
can refuse plastic straws when you are out and 
spread the good habit.

You got a coffee mug made by the WVU Ceramics 
department with glazes crossed by our logo in a 
ceramic decal and a tag for your name. Dark roast 
coffee was donated by Bethlehem Coffee and sent 
to us from Salem, Oregon by Tim Gilman, one of 
our presenters. A healthy breakfast of freshly made 
chewy granola bars, hot oatmeal with fruit, a bowl 
of melon, muffins and fresh juice was provided by 
WVU Catering. We knew some of our invited guests 
don’t always get breakfast, and we wanted 
everyone to start the day on a happy stomach.

FRIDAY MORNING REGISTRATION 
AND LOBBY ACTIVITY 

We wanted 
everyone to start 
out feeling relaxed 
and glad to have 
taken a chance on 
this oddly put     
together gathering.

Bethlehem Coffee, coasters and 
bookmarks show us a summer program
for Christian youth who travel to 
Palestine to learn about Muslim culture.
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Mini-program and avatar design—Jaquie Tun
Exchange cards— Carly Ledbetter

Program Design—Joe Galbreath
Mugs—

Boomer Moore, Shalya Marsh, 
Tyler Stonestreet,

 KT Tierny, Myka Hayden
steel straw

3D mandala toy

Trevor and Hunter at the registration table distributing goodies.



Andrew Shea
MANYDESIGN.ORG
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF INTEGRATED DESIGN 
PARSONS SCHOOL OF DESIGN
NEW YORK, NY

FRIDAY, MARCH 29, 8:30 AM
BLOCH HALL

Designing for Scarcity: Models of Cooperation

politics, geography, health, ethnicity, economy, age, education, and other 
complexities. Solving them requires sustained commitments from a 
plurality of voices and diverse skill sets. Designers can approach these 
complexities collaboratively to promote the well being of our ecosystems 
and more united societies.

Andrew Shea is a designer, writer, and educator. He is principal and creative 
director at MANY, a communication design studio in New York. Andrew is 
Assistant Professor of Integrated Design at Parsons School of Design, where 
he teaches classes on topics like design for behavior change, placemaking, 
and visualizing urban policy. He wrote the book Designing for Social 
Change: Strategies for Community-Based Design and was an editor of 
LEAP Dialogues: Career Pathways in Design for Social Innovation
design and writing has been featured by publications like Fast Company, 
Slate, Design Observer, 99 Percent Invisible, Core77, Print, Entrepreneur 
Magazine, How, Communication Arts, and Impact Design Hub
regularly speaks about design at schools, conferences, and at public events 
like TEDx Transmedia in Rome. He has served as an advisor for various 
organizations and initiatives like Impact Design Hub and Human Impacts 
Institute, and on juries for Sappi Ideas That Matter, Design Ignites Change, 
Archinect, and the Center for Urban Pedagogy. In 2015, he completed the 
National Arts Strategies’ Creative Community Fellowship. Andrew received 
his MFA in Graphic Design from Maryland Institute College of Art.

The problems in our world cut across issues of culture, gender, environment, 

KEYNOTES

The lectures were 
livestreamed and can 
be seen at designing 
across divides on 
YouTube and slides 
are on the Archives 
page of the designin-
gacrossdivides.org 
web site.
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Orlando Strong—How a Crisis Brought a City Together

Imam Azhar believes that the most critical social issue of our time is 
equality and understanding of all human beings. For this purpose, he 
founded the O’People Foundation. He was raised in the West and trained to 
be a scholar of the faith for 10 years, graduating in the UK. He is a Religious 
Scholar with a Masters in Islamic Sciences and Arabic Literature. In 2014, 

in the Florida Senate in its 174-year history. He was a mediator after the 
Pulse Nightclub shooting in Orlando. He served as a Religious Advisor to 
the Florida Department of Education for over a decade, and he was also 
a Member of White House Faith-Based and Community Initiatives under 
President Bush. Having served as an Imam of multiple Masjids throughout 

IACC, Plano, TX.

Imam Azhar told the detailed story of the night and weeks following the 
Pulse Nightclub shooting on Latino night from his personal experience that 
included meeting families as they came to identify their loved ones, complicated
by the fact that the shooter had been Muslim, the surprising lack of blame of
his community, the stories that never made headlines and soundbites that are 
the real human learnings.

Imam Azhar Subedar
FOUNDER OF O’PEOPLE FOUNDATION
PLANO, TX

SATURDAY, MARCH 30, 9:00 AM
BLOCH HALL

Mallika Bose
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF LANDSCAPE   
  ARCHITECTURE 
INTERIM ASSOCIATE DEAN OF RESEARCH AND 
  GRADUATE STUDIES
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND ARCHITECTURE
THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
UNIVERSITY PARK, PA

SATURDAY, MARCH 30, 3:20 PM
BLOCH HALL

The Promise of Community Engagement: Far-Reaching Yet Elusive

Mallika Bose is an architect and urban planner with a specialization in 
environment-behavior studies. Her research seeks to understand how 
social structures are embedded in the built environment, and how such 

She is active in research in the following areas: Public Scholarship and 
Community-engaged Design/Planning; Built Environment and Active 
Living/Healthy Eating; Gender and Development; and Design/Planning 
Pedagogy. She co-edited a book on community engaged teaching and 
scholarship titled, Community Matters: Service-learning in Engaged 
Design and Planning which won the 2015 Great Places Book Award. She is 
an active member of the National Advisory Board of Imagining America: 
Artists and Scholars in Public Life.

Mallika was our final speaker, wrapping up the themes of the conference.
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Nancy and Johnnie are old friends from the 
Scotts Run project presented by Chris Haddox 
and Eve Faulkes in the �rst Friday session.

Peter Handerhan, WVU music student, was one 
of our coffee break musicians who �lled the 
lobby with sounds from the African gyil.

Lunch was in the Grand Hall of the Art Museum 
of WVU, which was also readying for the 5pm 
opening of the William Kentridge exhibit.
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DIANA BALDI
BOARD PRESIDENT OF THE PHOENIXVILLE AREA TIME BANK
PHOENIXVILLE, PA
TIMEBANKING—WHAT IT IS, HOW IT WORKS, POTENTIAL OBSTACLES, 
AND TIPS FOR SUCCESS

to reach out, ask for help, and discover the joy of sharing 
their interests and skills with others. In 1980, Edgar Cahn 
dreamed up a new kind of money. This new money would 
have no price: every hour would count the same.  1 hour = 1 
hour. Passionate about social justice, Edgar saw timebanking 
as a way to reduce isolation, restore community, and to 
recognize and reward civic engagement. PATB is a member of 

a local timebank, and challenges and rewards along the way.

SALLY HURST
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
GREENBRIER COUNTY HEALTH ALLIANCE
LEWISBURG, WV
WHAT DOES AN ENGAGED COMMUNITY LOOK LIKE? 

True community engagement requires investment in 
partnerships that nurture growth. This talk will describe the 
Greenbrier County Health Alliance’s engagement philosophy 
and strategies to make the most of existing resources. 
Engagement strategies include the devilment of a network 
of community ambassadors, and how the development 
of engaged local grassroots leadership is creating lasting 

shift their role from control to advocacy of engaging human 
energy, cooperation, two-way partnerships, and support for 
strength-based approaches that promote community owned 
accountability. The Greenbrier County Health Alliance 
mission is to engage all communities in Greenbrier County 
to support residents in making healthy decisions and give 
each resident the opportunity to develop and live life to his 
or her fullest potential with equal opportunities for all. The 
Alliance strives to empower all local communities utilizing 
systems and evidence-based approaches to improve overall 
health and wellness for all Greenbrier County residents. We 
work to accomplish this mission through innovative action, 
education, resource sharing and advocacy.

BEN JABLONSKI
FOUNDER: BUILDING WITH ISRAELIS & PALESTINIANS
BOSTON, MA
BIPNOW.ORG

Ben Jablonski is founder of Building with Israelis & 
Palestinians, an organization that allows Americans to 
partner with and support Israelis & Palestinians working 
together. An agricultural and water challenge is also an 
economic rationale for the establishment of cooperatives 

in which Israeli and Palestinian date farmers can address 
existing gaps in expertise and pool resources. This project 
can promote cultural understanding in the communities in 
which it operates and improve quality of life for residents. 
Given shifting consumer preferences toward impact products 
in the US, distribution here could bring additional market 
share to help sustainability of the operation. It can also model 

KRISTIN HUGHES
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
SCHOOL OF DESIGN
CARNEGIE MELLON UNIVERSITY

PITTSBURGH, PA
MEET ME HALFWAY: A TOOLKIT FOR TRANSFORMING COMMUNITIES 
WITH CONVERSATIONS THAT MATTER

In January 2016, two design faculty, one pastor, 33 senior 

residents in the greater Hazelwood neighborhood of Pittsburgh 

the aftermath of loss, memory of place changes over time. As 
a class we worked together with the community to understand 
how these types of inequalities result in misunderstanding, 
racism, and loss of social capital. During my talk, I will 
thoughtfully unravel the uncertainties and concerns we 
had when making the decision to bring this content and 
community experience into the studio environment. I will also 
share a series of tools developed to familiarize ourselves with 
the community, and how we created unique conditions for 
collaboration and participation.

Kristin Hughes is a designer and educator whose work in at-risk 

community engagement to address complex social problems.

USRA GHAZI
DIRECTOR OF POLICY AND PROGRAMS
AMERICA INDIVISIBLE.ORG

WASHINGTON, D.C.
AFTER NEW ZEALAND: DESIGNING FOR INCLUSION

Muslim worshippers in New Zealand, what more can be 
done to protect our communities from hate and bigotry? 
America Indivisible is an anti-bigotry coalition that calls all 
Americans to design inclusive spaces through neighborly ties.

Usra Ghazi is Director of Policy and Programs at America 

bigotry by strengthening neighbor-to-neighbor ties in 
local communities across the United States. She is a 
Senior Fellow for Religious Freedom at the Newseum’s 
Freedom Forum Institute and a commissioner on D.C. 
Mayor Muriel Bowser’s Interfaith Council. She has worked 

PRESENTERS



At left: 
Chris Haddox, Eve Faulkes 
Sally Hurst 
Diana Baldi

Above: Ben Jablonski

Below: Kristin Hughes
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as an interfaith leader and organizer in various capacities 
over the past decade including work with Interfaith Youth 
Core, Kids4Peace, and the Pluralism Project at Harvard 
University. She previously worked at the U.S. Department 

She has also served as a policy fellow for the City of Boston 

a master’s degree from Harvard Divinity School in Religion 
and Politics.

BRANDON BOAT T2P2 co-founder (with Tane Danger)
DR. JIM ROBINSON
ALEXIS CAMILLE
MOLLY CHASE
DARWIN SMITH
DENNIS CURLEY (our musical director and keyboardist)
MINNEAPOLIS, MN
T2P2 AS A TOOL FOR COMMUNITY CHANGE

The Theater of Public Policy advances the understanding 
of complex ideas and issues by drawing on improvisational 
comedy, as we say, by “using comedy to reframe hard  

In 2011, Tane Danger and Brandon Boat decided to turn a 
hobby into a passion. Many of their friends had complained of 
feeling politically disconnected and isolated, so they decided 
to do something about it. With a background in mission driven 

some Minnesota style passive-aggressive encouragement, 

(T2P2) at HUGE Theater in Minneapolis. Over time T2P2 
has performed over 300 shows, toured the nation, hosted 
candidate debate forums, designed a brewery tour, turned the 
entire city of St. Paul into a stage, and more. They will use their 
expertise on us to wrap up Friday’s experience.

WORKSHOPS

CAC LOBBY WORKSHOP / FRI, ALL DAY

PETER M. BUTLER, MARCO GILIBERTI, 
CARLY CLEVENSTEIN, and Landscape 
Architecture Design students
WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY
MORGANTOWN, WV
TOWN TO GOWN SPACES

The workshop will identify, map, and visualize 
opportunities for community planning and design to 
develop and reinforce connections between WVU campuses 
at the City of Morgantown. Please contribute your energy 
and ideas to envision alternative futures in environmental 
design to support sustainable community development 
initiatives. Focus areas, tied to the Bluezone concept, that 
will be considered during the charrette include: multimodal 
transportation and circulation; open space- parks, 
trails, recreation, and gathering areas; natural systems- 
landcover, greenways and blueways; local food systems; and 
community development projects- industrial, commercial, 
residential, academic.

Peter Butler is the Director of the WVU School of Design 
and Community Development, Associate Professor and 
Extension Specialist in Landscape Architecture at West 
Virginia University.

Marco Giliberti is a Post-Doctoral Fellow in Agricultural 
and Extension Education at WVU.

Carly Clevenstein is a WVU Visiting Assistant Professor of 
Landscape Architecture.

PRESENTERS
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Pictured workshops are 
Town/Gown Connectivity, 
Community Conversations, 
Maker Space/3rd Place, 
and Songwriting
workshop participants.

Liz Joyner, Margaret Stout, 
and Sally Hurst made use 
of sophomore design 
student graphic 
visualizers. Here is Khalil 
Burton capturing the 
Community Conversations 
activity.

Liz Joyner introduced the 
1000ft Table project that 
was a much larger version 
of the Community Dinner 
held Thursday night, and 
with people of 
intentionally different
points of view. We think 
it’s a great idea to steal for 
your community and ours!
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WORKSHOP SESSION 1 / FRI 1:30-3:00PM

EMILY FRYE GARTON
USER EXPERIENCE DESIGNER
EXPEL, WASHINGTON, D.C.
LIVING ON THIS PLANET IN 50 YEARS

Emily Garton is from rural West Virginia and is a graduate 
from WVU with an MFA in graphic design. She is currently 
a User Experience Designer at Expel, a cybersecurity 
startup that is deliberately trying to buck as many of the 
demographic trends, attitudes, and behaviors that are a 
part of the security industry. Before Expel, she worked with 
a variety of organizations including government, non-

leads a conversation about the largest elephant in the room, 
climate change. 

Emily has been working with local stakeholders to set up 
the background for this workshop. She will demonstrate 
what she believes are tools that can be used to ignite critical 
dialogue that includes:

• the importance of valuing people (who the project is for 
and who you are working with)

• 

• 
and how to break it down into something you can actually 
implement

A follow-up opportunity on Friday evening at 8pm will 
be a showing of the 90-minute movie Anthropocene: The 
Human Epoch
Baichwal, Nichoas de Pencier, and Edward Burtynsky. All 
are welcome.

LIZ JOYNER
FOUNDER AND CEO
THE VILLAGE SQUARE
TALLAHASSEE, FL
RESPECT AND REBELLION

Liz Joyner is the executive director of The Village Square 

American hometowns across the partisan divide. Her events 
are able to gather both liberals and conservatives around 
dinner tables and on stages to talk about race, religion and 
politics. The Village Square holds events like Faith, Food, 

Joyner is a fervent believer that “diverse groups make better 
decisions,” but even if a conclusion or decision isn't made, 
“you've still changed everything” by gathering people from 
all walks of life in a room to converse and learn about life 

from another person's perspective. Because the concept 
would seem only possible to discuss in a civil way across 

is a little pink pig with wings. 

CHRIS HADDOX
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF SUSTAINABLE DESIGN
WVU SCHOOL OF DESIGN AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
MORGANTOWN, WV
PLACE-BASED SONGWRITING

Songwriting is a wonderful way to create and communicate  
the story of your place. What are the hopes, dreams, 
challenges of the place you call home? 

Chris Haddox is an Assistant Professor in the WVU School 
of Design and Community Development where he teaches 
courses on sustainable community design. His research 
interests include using songwriting to engage stakeholders in 
conversations about their communities, and examining the 
role of physical facility in the delivery of rural healthcare. He 
has collaborated with the WVU Graphic Design department 
on several projects, including storytelling through song for 
the Scotts Run Museum and Trail. 

WORKSHOP SESSION 2 / FRI 3:15-4:45PM

SALLY HURST
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
GREENBRIER COUNTY HEALTH ALLIANCE
LEWISBURG, WV
HEALTHY COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

True community engagement requires investment 
in partnerships that nurture growth. Learn about 
the Greenbrier County Health Alliance engagement 
philosophy and strategies to make the most of existing 
resources. Engagement strategies include devilment 
of a network of community ambassadors, and how the 
development of engaged local grassroots leadership is 
creating lasting healthy change. This workshop will 
facilitate conversation about the complex factors that 
contribute to our community and personal health, from 
what we can do to increase our activity, food access, to 
the opioid crisis and access to health care, among others. 
In 2014, the WV School of Osteopathic Medicine, Center 
for Rural and Community Health hired Sally to establish 

organization and she currently serves as the Alliance 
Executive Director. 

WORKSHOPS CONTINUED
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7

Workshops dealt 
with elephants in 
the room, like 
Climate Change 
responsibilitiy

Two small groups in the 
Living on this Planet in 50 
Years workshop with Emily 
Garton. this one attracted 
the most diverse audience, 
from sophomore design 
students, an octogenarian 
(who recently rode his bike 
from Morgantown to 
Connecticut), the Mayor of 
Morgantown, and City 
Councilors, artists, 
musicians, a museum 
director, and entrepre-
neurs. We seem to have 
found common ground 
here, but as one senior 
remarked, we were 
missing participation from 
some conservative voices. 
We did extend the offers!

 I felt that it was not bipartisan and one side 
was overrepresented. I didn’t feel like the 
conference reached out to a lot of people who 
disagreed and I felt a lot of it was preaching to 
the choir. —Austin Rupp, design senior

Alas, this is somewhat true, but not for lack of 
trying hard to get the other side to the table. It’s 
difficult to speak for those not present. We need 
still more tools for this effort.—Eve

MARGARET STOUT
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER IV SCHOOL OF POLICY AND POLITICS
WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY

MORGANTOWN, WV
COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS—COMBINING DIALOGUE, 
DELIBERATION, AND DESIGN TO GENERATE SHARED VALUES, VISION, 
AND GOALS

Margaret Stout is an Associate Professor of Public 
Administration at WVU, author of multiple books on 
public administration and governance, and teaches public 

with Graphic Design at WVU in several projects to share 
methods and expertise. She and her graduate students will 
describe and then demonstrate a Community Conversation 
with workshop participants.

RYAN CLIFFORD
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF DESIGN 
THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS

LAWRENCE, KS
MAKER SPACES AND 3RD PLACES

Arc/D Think Wrong Institute and Assistant Professor of 
Design at KU. Thinking Wrong, Doing Right: Designing for 
Social Impact, is a workshop format designed with John 
Bielenberg as a process that encourages participants to 

a fresh perspective. Ryan is an advisor for Project M, an 
international social design initiative which is committed to 
helping young designers use their skills to create positive 
change in the world.

This workshop will bring interested parties from business, 
the arts, Health Right, Time Banking, and Jillian Kelly of 
Morgantown Art Party to imagine and plan how a Maker 
Space in downtown Morgantown could be self-sustaining 
and inclusive of all socio-economic levels. (A 3rd Place is 
your go-to place besides home and work or school).

WORKSHOP SESSION 3 /  SAT 1:30-3:00PM

USRA GHAZI
DIRECTOR OF POLICY AND PROGRAMS
AMERICA INDIVISIBLE.ORG
WASHINGTON, D.C.
THE PROMISE OF COMMUNITY: FROM RIGHTEOUS ANGER TO CIVIC 
HEALTH

This workshop explored the themes of racialized bigotry, 
inclusive policies and social resilience. Participants  

discussed ways that building up the civic health of vulnerable 
and bigotry-impacted communities can serve as a long-term 
strategy to challenge anti-Muslim bigotry and other forms 
of hate. The workshop will also include interactive elements. 
Applying human centered design as a facilitation tool, 
participants developed local solutions to the challenges 
resulting from bigotry and discrimination toward vulnerable 
communities across West Virginia.

CHRISTINE GILMAN
COMPASSIONATELISTENING.ORG

SALEM, OR
KEEPING AN EYE ON THE INVISIBLE AND LIGHTING A PATH FOR PEACE 
WITH ONESELF AND OTHERS 

Christine Gilman facilitates reconciliation for women and 

consults globally with university and organizational leaders 
wanting to integrate Compassionate Listening values into 
their curriculum and events. Christine’s Compassionate 
Listening work was seeded while on a social justice mission 
with the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. She 
witnessed reconciliation as Liberian rebel leaders spoke of 

her desire and commitment to use listening as a healing 
bridge, and she became a C.L. facilitator, completing 
Advance Trainings by Leah Green, Andrea Cohen, and 
Susan Partnow in Seattle.

RJ THOMPSON
GRAPHIC & INTERACTIVE DESIGN ASSISTANT PROFESSOR
YOUNGSTOWN UNIVERSITY

YOUNGSTOWN, OH
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND BRANDING

branding, the places in which we all live, work, play, and 
learn. To better articulate this process, an interactive design 
thinking workshop will provide actionable direction on 
how to kickstart comprehensive branding strategies and 
storytelling initiatives inspired by memorable places and 
innovative people. 

RJ Thompson was recently honored by the Governor of Ohio 
with a state-level arts and community development award 
for rebranding Youngstown.
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Rachel and Everette, both concerned about the 
health system and more that the workshops are 
tackling at this conference.

Thanks to Francesca 
Pisano for way�nding 
and signage to the
workshops and
other buildings, and to 
student guides for 
additional help.

Workshop Facilitators above:
Usra Ghazi, DC
Christine Gilman, OR
Peter Butler, WVU

Workshop Facilitators:
Chris Haddox, WVU
Sally Hurst, WV
Liz Joyner, FL

Workshop Facilitators:
Emily Garton, DC
RJ Thompson, OH
Ryan Clifford, KS
Margaret Stout, WVU

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

MAKER SPACES/3RD PLACES 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT/ 
BRANDING 

PLACE-BASED SONGWRITING 

RYAN CLIFFORD  3:15-4:45PM 

RJ THOMPSON  1:30-3PM 

CHRIS HADDOX  1:30-3PM
Songwriting is a wonderful way to create and 
communicate the story of your place. What 
are the hopes, dreams, challenges of the 
place you call home?

How might we design a Maker space com-
munity with artists, musicians, retirees, 
street people, time banking, listening?

Interactive design thinking helps provide 
actionable direction on how to kickstart com-
prehensive branding strategies and storytell-
ing initiatives inspired by memorable places 
and innovative people.
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CHRIS HADDOX
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF SUSTAINABLE DESIGN
WVU SCHOOL OF DESIGN AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
MORGANTOWN, WV

EVE FAULKES
PROFESSOR OF GRAPHIC DESIGN
WVU SCHOOL OF ART AND DESIGN
MORGANTOWN, WV
SONGS AND STORIES OF SCOTTS RUN

involve people in paying attention and becoming open to 
an new perspective. Journalist, writers, and increasingly, 
designers are expected storytellers.But there are many ways 
to tell a story, and this Lightning Talk will try two at once. 

Chris Haddox is an Assistant Professor in the WVU School 
of Design and Community Development where he teaches 
courses on sustainable community design. His research 
interests include using songwriting to engage stakeholders 
in conversations about their communities among other 
things. He has collaborated with the WVU Graphic Design 
department on several projects, including storytelling 
through song for the Scotts Run Museum and Trail.

Eve Faulkes has worked for seven years now and with seven 
classes of graphic design students to facilitate the Scotts 
Run Museum and Trail in telling its stories of integration, 
strong community capital and love over adversity that it 
wants to pass on. Many examples show ways design can get 
out of its silo to co-design with a community.

LIZ JOYNER
VILLAGESQUARE.US
FOUNDER AND CEO
TALLAHASSEE, FL
THE VILLAGE SQUARE

Liz Joyner is the founder and CEO of The Village Square 

American hometowns across the partisan divide. Her events 
are able to gather both liberals and conservatives around 
dinner tables and on stages to talk about race, religion and 
politics. Liz is leading this workshop to try it out with us. 
Liz, who is politically liberal, will share what she's learned 
through a dozen years of work from conservatives. Liz 
thinks this knowledge is a lantern to light our way through 
these dark and angry times.

STEPHEN N SMITH
FORMER DIRECTOR OF THE WEST VIRGINIA HEALTHY KIDS AND 
FAMILIES COALITION
AUTHOR OF STOKING THE FIRE OF DEMOCRACY: OUR GENERATION'S 
INTRODUCTION TO GRASSROOTS ORGANIZING
CHARLESTON, WV 
BUILDING POWER

Who will lead? In West Virginia, the only viable answer is: 
we will. And we're already doing it. For too long, our state’s 
economic development strategy was to bend over backwards 
for out of state landowners and monopolies. It’s time to 
bet on our own small businesses and working people. 
This year’s statewide education work stoppage, protests 
surrounding the planned Rockwool insulation plant in 

to govern. West Virginians may have the least, but we give 
the most. In West Virginia, we always hear that we’re last. 
But we are near the top for charitable giving, for military 
service, for volunteer service. We’re #1 in the amount of 
time we spend with our neighbors. What if the values of 
generosity and service that already govern our communities 
also governed our statehouse? That is a question we can 
only answer together. 

JOEL BEESON
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
WVU REED COLLEGE OF MEDIA

MORGANTOWN, WV 
STORYBRIDGE VIRTUAL REALITY

Joel Beeson’s current research in virtual reality (VR) 
is informed by two decades of research in race and 
representation, emerging media and documentary studies. 
He is currently leading a collaborative initiative with 
Morgan State University’s School of Global Communication 
and Journalism, a historically black urban institution, to 
develop a Social Justice Media Project. This collaboration 
resulted in  Bridging Selma and the virtual reality app,  
Fractured Tour. Beeson is also a principal in the Reed 
College of Media Innovation Center’s AR/VR StoryLab.

BRANDON BOAT 
(T2P2 CO-FOUNDER, WITH TANE DANGER)
MINNEAPOLIS, MN
THE THEATRE OF PUBLIC POLICY

The Theater of Public Policy advances the understanding 
of complex ideas and issues by drawing on improvisational 
comedy, as we say, by “using comedy to reframe hard thinky 

is going on in the middle of the process and we will see it in 
action as the T2P2 troupe uses it on us at the end of our day.

LIGHTNING
TALKS
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RJ THOMPSON
GRAPHIC & INTERACTIVE DESIGN ASSISTANT PROFESSOR
YOUNGSTOWN UNIVERSITY
YOUNGSTOWN , OH
THE CITY OF YOU

branding, the places in which we all live, work, play, and 
learn. In 2014, the City of Youngstown, Ohio received. a 
$250,000 economic development grant from the federal 
Economic Development Administration with the explicit 
purpose to create a publication featuring deep research 
marketing strategies to enhance the Youngstown economy. 
As a result of this project, the “City of You” branding and 
advertising communications platform was created and 
implemented. In 2016, Youngstown City Council approved 
a $100,000 implementation grant for the “City of You” 

Thompson, Assistant Professor of Graphic + Interactive 
Design at Youngstown State University.

In 2019, Thompson received the Ohio Governor’s Award in the 
Arts for his involvement in the “City of You.” This presentation 
seeks to highlight the challenges of rebranding the City of 
Youngstown and discuss the development of the design and 
community development model used in this project. 

JENNY ANDERSON
TRY THIS WEST VIRGINIA.ORG
LEWISBURG, WV
TRY THIS

The Trythiswv.com web site is a smorgasbord of do-able, 
practical ideas that can help us turn our dreams of a healthier 
community into reality. Ideas submitted by towns all across 

addition, this organization holds a conference every summer 
to let people try things in person. The site was created for the 
children and families of West Virginia by Kate Long under 
grants from the Claude Worthington Benedum Foundation 
and KEYS 4HealthyKids to the West Virginia Healthy Kids 
and Families Coalition.  Adam Flack supplied the technical 
expertise that brought the site together.

KATONYA HART
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE BOARD CHAIR
CARE COALITION WV
CHARLESTON, WV
8-POINT COLLABORATION BETWEEN CARE AND CHARLESTON POLICE

Call to Action for Racial Equality is a statewide racial 
justice leader, dismantling oppressive structures plaguing 
communities of color across West Virginia. CARE builds 
power that combats systemic racism in West Virginia through 
community organizing, youth leadership development, and 

policy change. One of the important programs of CARE is 
an 8-point collaboration aimed at major advances in equal 
justice where Community Members, Charleston Police 
Department Unite to Address Racism & Increase Community 
Partnerships.

EMILY CONTI 
GRAPHIC DESIGNER AT COLD SPARK IN PITTSBURGH
BOARD MEMBER OF AIGA PITTSBURGH
PITTSBURGH, PA

OMARI SOUZA
GRAPHIC DESIGN FACULTY, TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY
SAN MARCOS, TX
DESIGN: SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY, CULTURE AND ACTIVISM

interest in careers that appeal to their idea of social 
responsibility than any prior working generation. Millennials 
are passionate about causes and motivated to connect, get 
involved and contribute to the greater global good. These 
are traits that are also found in the subsequent generation, 
Generation Z.  Despite the priorities of the latest body of 

continues to prioritize commercial design in our classrooms 
over social impact. Could our collective decision to remain 
silent on social issues place us at a disadvantage when 
attempting to attract the current generation of students? 

CINDY SANDENO
US FOREST RANGER
MARLINTON, WV

LINKING UP FOR QUALITY OF LIFE—MON FOREST TOWNS

A USDA grant has put the Monongahela National Forest in a 
collaboration with WVU Rural Tourism Team: Doug Arbogast 
of WVU Extension, Eve Faulkes of Graphic Design, Peter 
Butler of Landscape Architecture, and twelve pilot towns. 
The numerous rural communities adjacent to Monongahela 
National Forest (MNF), have long had their livelihoods tied 
to the timber industry and wood products. Over the last few 
decades, this industry has waned and these rural communities 
are working to promote economic development and enhance 
the quality of life for residents and visitors. Visitors often use 
these communities as gateways to the forest–staying in their 
campgrounds or hotels, eating meals, purchasing supplies, 
and enjoying their amenities. The purpose of this partnership 
is to support and develop recreation economies in the towns 
and region in and around the MNF, and improve connectivity 
for collaboration across the million acres of forest. The model 
has been one of involving the communities all along the 
way, creating a brand that is both cohesive and able to be 
personalized for each town.
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Anna Duong and Katonya Hart (who made that beautiful neck 
piece by recycling a t-shirt).



DANA COESTER
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
WVU REED COLLEGE OF MEDIA 
CREATIVE DIRECTOR FOR THE COLLEGE’S MEDIA INNOVATION CENTER
MORGANTOWN, WV
100 DAYS IN APPALACHIA

Executive Editor for 100 Days in Appalachia Dana Coester 

Appalachian communities and to help bridge America’s 
political and cultural divides. 

She believes that one of the most important things we can do 
as educators and journalists is help rebuild trust in media 
among disengaged audiences. She hopes these projects will 
ensure that people representing the full complexity and 
diversity of Appalachian experience will hear their own 
voices and realities accurately portrayed in media. Dana’s 
work focuses on community media, technology disruption, 
and women in technology with special interests in audience 
building and new economic models for emerging technology. 
Her research and creative work experiments with new 
narrative forms in augmented reality and virtual reality, 
and includes a series of transmedia works that explore 
the intersection of neuroscience, computer science and 
documentary storytelling.

GAYLE HENDRICKS
GRAPHIC DESIGNER AND ADJUNCT INSTRUCTOR AT FIVE COLLEGES
LIFELONG SOCIAL ACTIVIST
PITTSBURGH, PA
WRITING WRONGS: COMMUNITY JOURNALISM IN ACTION

Writing Wrongs is a one-weekend student literary journalism 
program that illuminates the inequity in our society through 
the power of the pen and the lens. By telling the stories of 

often-ignored perspective that challenges stereotypes and 
prejudices. College students who are accepted into the annual 

interviews, take pictures and videos, manage and update our 
social media, update our website with their own section, and 

TIM GILMAN
CREATIVE DIRECTOR, VOTE COMMON GOOD
WWW.VOTECOMMONGOOD.COM
SALEM, OR
WAKE UP. SPEAK UP. STAND UP. ON THE ROAD WITH VOTE  
COMMON GOOD

Hear a few thoughts about the crossroads where we as 

doing to discover a way forward for our nation.

With 30+ years as a visual communicator, Tim is currently 
Creative Director for Vote Common Good, Common Good 
Christians, timmyroland design and co-founder of Bethlehem 

Pentecostal tradition, his journey has lead him to seek to 
listen to and understand others while living in a manner that 

religion, social concern, and the public square.

KAYLA M. MCCOY
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
GREATER GREENBRIER LONG-TERM RECOVERY COMMITTEE
LEWISBURG, WV
HOPE VILLAGE

southern West Virginia, resulting in 23 deaths. White Sulphur 
Springs was one of the hardest hit areas and quickly became 
the genesis of charitable action. In true West Virginia spirit, 
lovers of the Mountain State from near and far joined forces 

One result of their work was Hope Village, an innovative 
housing program for 42 families who lost their homes in the 

 Hope Village gives property owners the opportunity to 
create equity in their new homes by trading their old land in 

disaster recovery organizations then worked with the City 
of White Sulphur Springs to turn eleven of those properties 
into Brad Paisley Community Park, named after the country 

survivors. Thousands of volunteers have come from 45 states 
and 4 countries to assist in the construction of Hope Village.
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I was slow to send you my personal deep, deep, 
gratitude for including me in this experience. I 
want you to know it was one of the best put 
together workshops I’ve been to ever (and I’ve 
been to so many). I think you approach this 
from an incredibly unique perspective that has 
maximum potential for impact. The people I 
met just seemed like my people. It was truly a 
pleasure.
  —Liz Joyner |villagesquare.us

We took real risks 
trying things we 
had not seen done 
before, and failed 
sometimes, but 
one response like 
this makes it worth 
it to keep going.

INTERACTIVE DIRECTORY
Heather Segessenman

Attendees were invited to have some fun with our Interactive 
Directory in the Lobby. Presenters were on one side of the 
flippable blocks, and messages from the conference and some 
featured attendees could speak to you from the other side, when 
using the QR codes in the corner. Your own messages could be 
added to the white board blocks. This piece used a CNC router 
and weights inside that slide with gravity to keep panels vertical.

WHO IS HERE?
Jeffrey Breeden
 
Conference goers were asked to be counted in the self-identifi-
cation infographic in the lobby. You were to pick a color of yarn 
and identify yourself with six answers to questions that would 
show everyone who was here, and where we were the same and 
different. Yarn was translated into a data comparison.

LOBBY ACTIVITY
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CARD EXCHANGE

In the packet in nametag holders are eight “business” 
cards you can exchange with people you meet and 
want to stay connected to at the conference. Take a 
minute to add your own takeaway you would like to 
share as you do it. Thanks to Carly Ledbetter for this 
contribution.

It’s hard for the 
students to see 
why we haven’t 
gotten over this 
discrimination stuff 
by now.

Jaquie, one of the seniors, and her boyfriend see diversity as no big deal anymore.

Many thanks to the design classes for images, ideas, assembly and guiding people.
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I used avatar animals so people could relate to 
personal ID outside of race, class or other 
stereotypes that include judgment. This was 
very important to me because even before 
hearing Usra Ghazi’s presentation, I knew how 
important it is to not discriminate against 
someone or (from personal experience), how 
hurtful it is if you do.  
  —Jaquie Tun (the girl under the box)
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The young people give me 
hope —Judith Wilkinson,
Counselor

(of course she never saw 
this picture)

Religion is to help lift people up, 
not bring them down. That is so 
true and I never thought about 
it like that. I was surprised by 
how much this story [Imam 
Subedar] made me think about 
how intolerant we are with 
religion in general.
           —Heather Segessenman,

It does my heart such good to know that some 
connections have been made in this year+ 
preparation and event that will keep going and 
make life more meaningful and joyful. That a 
spry 95-year old black lady,  a brown, and  a 
white lady (me) could become best friends is 
only one example of the rewards of stepping 
out of our routine. And many more connections 
made from this event excite me.  

         —Eve Faulkes, co-organizer



VISUAL BRIDGES: THE DIPTYCH BANNERS

The Morgantown City Council contributed their trust and
city services to provide the printing and installing16 sets of 
banners on High Street. Thanks to Main Street Morgantown 
for contributing their advertising space to allow art from 
across the nation and ocean in response to a Call for 
Participation in this outdoor exhibit. A special thanks 
to Dave Shrout and his team who hung them in rain on
a wickedly windy day, and for printing from Signs Plus.
The banner sets begin with a statement from the Designing 
Across Divides conference as a charge to viewers:
What if we could get past our differences, 
�nd common ground, and plant some 
great ideas?  

DIPTYCH BANNERS

PARTICIPANTS

We had submissions from Mexico to the Middle East. Works 
were chosen from Morgantown, from other West Virginia
towns, the East Coast and West Coast; some were student work, 
and some were from professional designers.

Ideas were chosen based on their ability to connect to both 
sides of a divide without casting stones at one side. Appealing 
to values held in common offered the best chance of a message
being heard. Some submissions were already collaborations.
Students and faculty from Virginia Commonwealth University, 
Morgan University in Michigan, and Qatar in the Middle East,
collaborated across the Atlantic on their submissions.
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7.5” x 21“ is one quarter size.
This can be one half of your design 
separated by the gap of the pole.
One quarter size �les in Illustrator or 
in a press quality pdf will be 
su�cient  to produce the full size 
color banner. Use a CMYK color 
mode. Make certain fonts are 
outlines.  

Files should be submitted to the 
Designingacrossdivides.org web 
site by 11:59pm November 16. The 
submission tab is not up yet.

Contact Eve Faulkes with questions.
efaulkes@mail.wvu.edu

DON’T CREATE A DESIGN AND 
THEN SPLIT IT INTO TWO

MAKE YOUR DESIGN ALLOW FOR 
THE GAP OF 8” (2” AT 1/4 SCALE)

The banners should be designed to 
use limited text, and any readable 
type should be large enough to be 
legible from a distance in a moving 
car going 20mph. The main street is 
one way however, so designs on the 
back sides of the banners will 
address pedestrians with more time 
to examine details—but the banners 
will be 13 feet in the air. The design 
should be simple enough to 
separate from the city background.
Pictures that have a lot of detail can 
be hard to see up in the air, and the 
e�ect will be lost on the viewer. You 
may want to test the design in a 
Photoshop mock up for legibility.

Content should address the rewards 
of bridging a social, racial, ethnic, 
socio-economic, environmental, 
cultural or political divide in a 
manner that does not throw rocks at 
one side. Research tools and 
approaches that could keep viewers 
of both sides engaged long enough 
to consider your message. The more 
volatile the divide, the more careful 
your approach should be. 
Disrespectful content will not be 
chosen. (We know, we get as worked 
up as you do). As you research some 
very powerful poster designers, 
think of which messages might be 
viewed by both sides without 
one being shamed.

Humor, irony, paradox, sense of loss, 
opportunities for empathy, common 
ground or change of lens can be 
ways to approach a new look at an 
old problem. A Smile in the Mind by 
Beryl McAlhone shows 28 types of 
wit in visual approaches.

For considering the problem of 
societal divides in relation to 
freedom of speech, my class will be 
reading All Minus One, Jonathan 
Haidt’s new book of John Stuart Mill 
essays from 1859 beautifully 
illustrated by Dave Cicirelli. Haidt 
has several great TED Talks that 
are also good background, as are 
Sarah Kohn’s.

Con�icting 
doctrines share 

the truth 
between them.

JOHN STUART MILL

Diptych Banner
Technical guideline
given to participants

Diptych Banner
Content guidelines

84
 in

ch
es

30 inches

Ideas for o�set 
banners are allowed

H O P E

H O P E



1  INTRO BANNER CONFERENCE 
VISUAL BRIDGES EXHIBIT
Eve Faulkes, WVU, Morgantown, WV
Hye-Jin Nae , RIT, Rochester, NY

3  MORGANTOWN WELCOME 
RESOLUTION adopted May 15, 2017

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR
Cory Mayhew, WVU, Morgantown, WV

line up

What if we 
could 

get past our 
differences,

�nd 
common ground, 

and plant 
some 

great ideas?

Visual Bridges
exhibit

2  A SMILE GOES A LONG WAY
Zaina Abdulghani, Bahrain/WVU

4  IF YOU DON’T LISTEN TO THE 
OTHER SIDE YOU CANT HEAR THE 
WHOLE SONG
Becky Moore, WVU Design alum,
Pittsburgh, PA

BLOCK 1
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5  BUCKLE UP AMERICA, DEMO-CRACY 
Chaz Maviyanne-Davies, Zimbabwe/
Boston, MA 

7  IF WE WERE ALL THE SAME, 
LIFE WOULD BE TASTELESS
Jaquie Tun, WVU/ Chattanooga, TN

6  COEXISTENCE  
Yossi Lemel, Tel Aviv, Israel

 

8 UNTITLED
McKinley Miles, WVU alum, 
Charleston, WV

BLOCK 2
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Block Three

10  INTERRUPT SHAME WITH LOVE
Alison Somer, WVU/ Columbus, OH

12 LOOK DEEPER—
EVERYONE HAS A STORY
Carly Ledbetter, WVU/ Seattle, WA

9  LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF 
MEANT EVERYONE
Willow Lezcano, WVU/ Sante Fe, NM

11  YOUR FIRST IMPRESSION 
Edgar Long Kiu Chung, 
University of Michigan; Izza Alyssa & 
Najla Al Khater, 
Virginia Commonwealth University, Qatar
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Block Four

14  DO YOU UNDERSTAND ME?  
Michelle Zhang, University of 
Michigan & Zainab Al-Shibani, 
Virginia Commonwealth University, Qatar  

16  LOVE IS UNIVERSAL
Hye-Jin Nae , New Media Design
Rochester Institute of Technology,
Rochester, NY

backs

Your name

What your mission was for your banner and how it 
assists or advises crossing a divide in our current 
society.

BREAK THE

PATTERN

HURT 
PEOPLE

HURT 
PEOPLE

WILL

BREAK THE

PATTERN

Austin Rupp 
 
The DNA is being used as the olive branch. 
Our DNA is something that connects every-
one. The phrase Hurt people will hurt 
people is being used to say that people 
usually have some sort of reason for doing 
something that may be perceived as hurtful. 
It is an invitation to “the other-side” to try to 
look at the people they disagree with and 
wonder why those people disagree. This 
message is reinforced by the break the pat-
tern as an invitation to stop hurting people. 
DNA has a visual pattern that is being 
broken by my message.

13  URBAN/RURAL
Mitchell Christensen, 
Stony Brook University, SUNY, NY

15  HURT PEOPLE will HURT PEOPLE—
BREAK THE PATTERN 
Austin Rupp, WVU/ Bunker Hill, WV
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We All
Fit Here

WEAutism
Awarenss

LOVE WINS
Hye-Jin Nae , RIT, Rochester, NY

Rabbi Joe and City Councilman Barry, married for many years and integral to our community.

WE ALL FIT HERE
Tracey Ellin, WVU/Leonardtown, MD

NOT HUNG, BUT OF MERIT

Some additional designs submitted that did not make the top 
16 spaces available on the light poles are shown here. 

This exhibit is a partnership between the City of Morgantown
and WVU and captures the spirit of the Designing Across 
Divides conference like the ad for it above, a tribute to the 
Welcoming Resolution on Banner pair number 3.
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UNEQUAL PAY
Asma Lamali, Fatima Fakhroo, Virginia Commonwealth University, 
Qatar; Sadhana Ramaseshadri, University of Michigan

HATE WILL NOT SINK A WORLD THAT LOVES
Emma Niehaus, WVU/ Mason, OH

HATE IS LEARNED
Kate Nichol, WVU/ Morgantown, WV

NO DOES NOT MEAN CONVINCE ME
Taylor Thomas, WVU/ Morgantown, WV
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BRIDGING DIVIDES/ LISTENING

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

DESIGN FOR GOOD/ STORYTELLING

CLIMATE CHANGE

BEN JABLONSKI
Build With Israelis and Palestinians
BIPNOW.org

CHRISTINE GILMAN
CompassionateListening.org

LIZ JOYNER
villagesquare.US

The Righteous Mind: Why Good People are Divided by 
Politics and Religion
Jonathan Haidt. 2011

The Big Sort:Why the Clustering of Like-Minded America 
is Tearing Us Apart., Bill Bishop.

charterforcompassion.org

thefamilydinnerproject.org

OnBeing podcasts/ Krista Tippet
onbeing.org

SALLY HURST
GreenbrierCountyHealthAlliance.org

GABRIELLE CHAPMAN/KATONYA HART
Call to Action for Racial Equality
CAREcoalitionWV.org

LIZ JOYNER
tlh.villagesquare.us

MARGARET STOUT
margaret.stout@mail.wvu.edu

MonForestTownPartnership.org

KAYLA M. MCCOY
gvfoundation.org/hope-village

ANTIONETTE CARROLL
CreativeReactionLab.org

ANDREW SHEA
Designing for Social Change: Strategies for 
Community-based Graphic Design
MANYdesign.com
andrewshea@newschool.edu

KRISTIN HUGHES
kh@andrew.cmu.edu
https://www.wesa.fm/post/those-lost-violence-hazel-
wood-exhibit-celebrates-futures-could-have-been#stream/0

RYAN CLIFFORD
arcd.ku.edu/think-wrong-institute
thinkwrongbook.com

aiga.org/design-for-good

EVE FAULKES
efaulkes@mail.wvu.edu
evefaulkes.com/index.php/studio/social-design/

CHRIS HADDOX
SONGWRITING WORKSHOP/QUALITATIVE COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  

chris.haddox@mail.wvu.edu

DANA COESTER
100daysin Appalachia.com

TIM GILMAN
votecommongood.com

JOEL BEESON
Storybridge Virtual Reality
bridgingselma.com

TOOLS & RESOURCES 

We started out this semester by being playful, exploring the Venn diagram 
and the concepts of tools, patterns, symmetry and mandalas. We used those 
on added value items to the conference. This was one of many designs that 
didn’t get used but was going to be a t-shirt created by Jacob Bussey. 

tinytrashcan.com

the story of stuff.com

ANTHROPOCENE: THE HUMAN EPOCH
vimeo.com/287077348

mashable.com/2017/07/10/drone-
seed-drones-plant-trees/
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EQUITY/ TIME BANKING/ MAKER SPACES

INTERFAITH /ACCEPTANCE

IMAM AZHAR SUBEDAR
opeoplefoundation.org

USRA GHAZI
AmericaIndivisible.org

Summer experience in West Bank for students
BethlehemCoffee.org

VALERIE KAUR, documentary filmmaker, lawyer, Sikh 
TED Talks,projects, tools to protect all in harm’s way. 
revolutionarylove.net 
 
vox.com/world/2019/1/14/18151799/extremism-white-su-
premacy-jihadism-deeyah-khan

An American’s Digital Guide to Being a Civic Neighbor—by 
America Indivisible.org static1.squarespace.com/stat-
ic/5981f5496a496374f7c99213/t/5b9a5735f950b779d55f5d
27/1536841557074/Civic+Neighbor+Guide.pdf

local: facebook. Greater Morgantown Interfaith Association

DIANA BALDI
Phoenixville Area Time Bank
patimebank.org
diana@innovationtrainer.com
timebanks.org/

Repair Cafés are free meeting places and they’re all about 
repairing things (together).
repaircafe.org/en/about/
annmarie.hohenberger@ gmail.com
Charlottesville, VA Time Bank andRepair Cafe

urbanworkshop.net/

Community Coalition for Social Justice, Morgantown, WV
ccsjwv.org

Morgantown Human Rights Commission
morgantownwv.gov/272/Human-Rights-Commission

Mylan Puskar Health Right.org

Opportunity Gap
Our Kids: The American Dream in Crisis
Robert D. Putnam 2015, author of Bowling Alone, 2000 on 
Social Capital

leadingonopportunity.org/report/chapter-6/

pps.org/article/innovative-funding-programs-for-place-
making

arts.gov/artistic-fields/creative-placemaking

Top: WVU graphic design has collaborated with Dr Margaret Stout to 
visualize parts of her community conversations process, including this 
vision statement designed by Grant Hofmann to increase engagement. 

Above: In spring of 2018, the WVU graphic seniors made board game 
prototypes, thinking about the Designing Across Divides conference this 
year. Gerrymandering and Our Town were two of �ve.Too many people 
were attending to use it, but a good idea needing lots more user testing.
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West Virginia University
College of Creative Arts 
School of Art and Design
1436 Evansdale Drive
Morgantown, WV 26506-6111 

https://ccarts.wvu.edu

THANK YOU

VIDEO/LIVE-STREAMING: 
HRIS HART, FRANK WITT, CIARA 
CHRISTIANSEN, PHILLIP SHEETS

TYLER COOPER

KOFI OPOKU

GREG DUNAWAY

PETER HANDERHAN

JESSE HEADY

ALISON HELM

BETH HOUSEKNECHT

KEITH JACKSON

MOLLIE KENNEDY

YASMINE MUSTAFA

SUSAN RIDDLE

DARKO VELICHKOVSKI

GIGI VILLARREAL

BARBARA WATKINS

KRISTINA OLSON

BARRY WENDELL

AUSTIN RUPP

CARRIE STATON

TRAVIS STIMELING

JOE GALBREATH

MARGARET STOUT

C A R E  C O A L I T I O N


